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Kindergarten- The first couple of months in 
music class will be a blast! We will learn to 
identify, feel and express the steady beat 
through singing and moving, and by using 
instruments. We will develop our voices by 
using them in different ways, and will identify 
high and low sounds and pitch direction that 
moves up or down. Later, we will be learning 
about rhythm and patterns in two, three and 
four, loud and soft, fast and slow, long and 
short, and the students will be introduced to 
the four families of instruments.  Awesome 
stuff!

1st Grade Music- As we begin music class this 
year, we will review and build on several skills 
that we learned last year in Kindergarten. We 
will work on steady beat, strong and weak 
beats, pitch, meter etc. As the year 
progresses, of course, we will add more skills. 
The students will learn about dynamics, tempo, 
duration and more, and will continue exploring 
the four families of instruments. I look 
forward to a great year in music!

“Between the pages of a book is a lovely place 
to be”.
There is no better way to start a new season 
than with a newfound love for BOOKS and an 
eagerness to read. Fall in love with a good 
book! 

Active Listening & Five Finger Retell
In the media center, we continue to work on 
Active Listening Skills as well as using the Five 
Finger Retell to recall story elements and 
events to enhance listening and comprehension 
skills. Have your child model the Five Finger 
Retell for you at home after reading a fictional 
story to help reinforce this skill.

Five Finger Retell
1.Thumb – The Characters – The people or 
animals in the story. 
2 .Pointer – The Setting – Where the story 
takes place
3. Middle Man – The Problem – The conflict in 
the story
4. Ring Man – The Solution  - How the problem 
is solved
5. Pinky  - Feelings At The End – How did the 
characters feel at the end of the story?

Character Traits
Readers use text evidence to make inferences 
about a character by analyzing a character’s 
actions and dialogue. As reading detectives, 
students begin to analyze their characters and 
provide text evidence that helps them infer or 
draw conclusions about a character’s traits 
based on what the character feels, how they 
act, what they say, and how they think. We 
use the acronym F.A.S.T. to apply this 
principle. Think “F.A.S.T.” when reading a story! 

F.A.S.T.
Feelings Actions Sayings Thoughts

In Spanish class we learn about the language 
and the Hispanic culture.  Learning how to 
communicate with people from Spanish 
speaking countries is one goal.  Students can 
say hello and goodbye, and tell you that they 
are feeling fine.  They can name a few body 
parts in a game of Simon Says, and can count 
to 20 easily.  Grade 1 is learning all about 
Spain, and Kindergarten explores symbols of 
the Hispanic culture.  It’s a wonderful journey  
to teach our students another language.  We 
will have fun while learning!

Coming Attractions This Fall 
First Grade: Sam A. Mouse from the Series, 
Library Mouse
Our first graders will soon begin their 
adventure with Sam and Sarah from the Daniel 
Kirk series Library Mouse. As each new 
adventure begins a new story unfolds. Like Sam 
and Sarah, the 1st graders get to imagine and 
create their very own adventures becoming 
authors and illustrators themselves.

Kindergarten: Sight Word Recognition
We will begin to work with sight word games 
and activities to help reinforce this vital skill.  
Sight word recognition is an important building 
block of literacy. Encourage your child to point 
to words that he/she recognizes on the pages 
while reading aloud at home. This reinforces 
the concept of print as well as increase sight 
word recognition. 
Tech Connect: 

Sight Word Bingo 
http://www.abcya.com/dolch_sight_word_bing-
o.htm
abcya.com helps learners reinforce reading 
skills from sight words & beyond.

We are having fun in Art!  Kindergarten is 
concentrating on cutting skills and cutting 
geometric shapes. First Grade started painting 
the second week of school their rendition of 
Van Gogh's Starry Night.  Their next project 
will be a Sunflower painting. Both projects 
involve mixing colors intentionally.  We made 
green and orange. 
Please have your children wear play clothes on 
art day.  I do have smocks but the mess 
always gets where there is no smock.      

In gym class in order to participate sneakers 
that tye are required.  May I suggest your 
child bring in an old pair to keep in your 
classroom, or bookbag, so you they are always 
prepared no matter what the day of week.  
Also, be reminded that jewelery is not 
permitted.  Students must remove all jewelery 
for gym class.  Freshly pierced ears may be 
covered with band-aids, but it is the parents 
responsibilty to do so and not the school staff.  
We look forward to a great year!  Keep 
Excercising!  

A fallen leaf is nothing more then a 
summers wave goodbye. - Anonymous


